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February 9, 2026
Salix Drainage District Trustees
317 Tipton Street

P. 0. Box 240
Salix, lowa 51052

RE: Report of the Commissioners to Classify and Assess the Salix Drainage District

Dear Trustees,

Enclosed is the report as requested. It is intended that the report meets the requirements of lowa Code 468.38 through
468.45 and to satsfy the request as approved on the 9th day of July 2025.

The parcel ownerships as shown in accordance with the Woodbury County Auditor are as of the 17th day of December
2025.

Itis recommended that the Trustees tentatvely approve the report and schedule a public hearing for the report as required
in lowa Code 468.45.

Respectully submited,

Daniel Lee

Scot Mitchell

Chad Kehrt P.E.
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS TO CLASSIFY AND
ASSESS THE SALIX DRAINAGE DISTRICT

Introduction

As required by lowa Code sectons 468.38 through 468.44, we Commissioners, Chad Kehrt P.E., Dan Lee,
and Scot Mitchell have taken an oath of our qualifcaton and have performed the dutes of classifcaton
of the lands, to fx percentages of benefts of lands within the Salix Drainage District. This report details the
percentages of beneft for both the main and the laterals of the district.

District History

The Salix Drainage District was established on 10th Day of December 2024 by the Woodbury County Board of
Supervisors. The locatons of the Main Ditch and Laterals 1 and 2 were also established at this tme.

Shortly afer, on the 14th Day of January 2025, the Woodbury County Board of Supervisors (actng as Drainage
District Trustees) approved the transfer of control of the Salix Drainage District to the City of Salix City Council
per lowa Code Secton 468.322-326. The transfer of control was to be efectve February 28, 2025, per
Woodbury County Resoluton 13,824, forty-fve (45) days afer approval.

The frst meetng of the Salix Drainage District was held on March 12, 2025, where the oFcers, the engineer,
and the atorney were appointed.

A public hearing was then held on July 31, 2025, to discuss the Report of Repairs. It was discussed and
approved to complete the recommendatons of the Report of Repairs afer the classifcaton was completed.

On August 13, 2025, the Salix Drainage District selected Chad Kehrt, P.E., Dan Lee, and Scot Mitchell to serve
as commissioners to classify lands, fx percentages of benefts, and apporton and assess costs and expenses.

Method of Classification and Assessment

On November 18, 2025, the commissioners met to discuss factors for determining beneft of the district. At
conclusion, the factors that were most relevant to the district were benefted acres, land use (ag land runof
versus urban runoT), and proximity to the outlet. Other factors were considered during review. One was the
elevaton factor. It was ultmately not selected due to the fat nature of the soil and ability for any landowner
to quickly change the fow of water resultng in a change in the associated class of the parcel. Since the Salix
Drainage District is not antcipated to be reclassifed regularly this factor would not be feasible. Another factor
that was considered but was not used was soil type and associated permeability. There are many factors that
change permeability/impermeability. Urban areas have sidewalks, houses, auxiliary structures, driveways,
streets, etc. The Salix Drainage District does not currently have a way of maintaining a list of what is located
on each parcel of land. Therefore, if a new structure, additon, sidewalk, driveway, etc. is added, there is no
method of determining the change in permeability.

A second meetng was held on January 28, 2026. This meetng focused primarily on the weightng of the
factors that were decided upon on November 18, 2025. The frst factor was the Main Ditch. It was determined
that the urban areas are responsible for 75% of the drainage and the agricultural areas are responsible for
25%. All parcels were then given a factor to distnguish them between urban and agricultural.
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It was also decided to apply a factor of 30 to 70 for the length of the ditch. Thus, no parcel would pay less than
30% plus the factored length. The same was true if an outlet was located at the very end, or terminus of the
Main Ditch. Prior to adding the factor, 100 would be utlized, whereas with the factor it was reduced to 70.

When determining the Lateral Ditch classifcatons, the locaton or distance from the outlet culvert was
considered. A factor of 30 to 70 was also applied. It was decided that the parcels nearest the ditch required
the most drainage and would therefore receive the higher factor of 70. Proceeding up lateral from the main
the furthest parcel would receive the lowest factor of 30.

Based on the above-mentoned factors, the commissioners have fulflled the requirements of lowa Code
secton 468.39 to have examined each tract of land of forty acres or less according to the legal or recognized
subdivision and have classifed each of these parcels. The percentage of beneft each parcel receives has been
determined on a graduated scale of beneft with the parcel receiving the greatest beneft being given a one
hundred (100). Those parcels receiving a lesser beneft, a decrease in proporton thereto.

Assessment Schedule Description

This report consists of two schedules for nearly every parcel. The schedule is intended to provide a basis
for how levees shall be spread for costs incurred by the district. For each parcel in the district, the schedule
provides the following:

e The names of the owners thereof as shown on the transfer books of the auditor’s ofce.

e Parcel Identfcaton Number (PIN).

e The net acres of each parcel.

e The classifcaton or percentage of benefts derived relatve to a 100% beneft assigned to the tract found
to have the greatest beneft.

e The aggregate of all assessments based on a project cost of $100,000.00.

e The proporton of beneft to the State of lowa Primary Roads, Woodbury County, and the Union Pacifc
Railroad.

It is recommended that the Trustees of the Salix Drainage District tentatvely approve this report and schedule
a hearing as required in lowa Code Secton 468.45.

Respectully submited,

Dan Lee, Woodbury County Landowner Scot Mitchell, Woodbury County Landowner

Chad Kehrt, P.E., Engineer Date
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